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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: ^ 

1. A system for communicating management 

information, comprising: j 

a first interface card; 

/ 

5 a second interface card; and 

I 

a management card coupled to the first interface card 
and the second interface card, the management card operable 
to : 

establish a communication link between a client 
10 and a particular one of the first interface card and 

the second interfacjL card selected in response to a 
command communicated by the client; and 

communicate management information using the 



15 



communication link J 



2. The system of Clfeim 1, wherein the management 



card comprises: 



a switch operable jto esjtablish the communication link 
between the client and one | of a first port and a second 
2 0 port; 

a memory operable to store mapping information 
associating the first jport with the first interface card 
and the second port witth the second interface card; and 

a processor coupled to the memory and the switch, the 
25 processor operable to: 

receive the) command identifying a particular 
interface card; 

determine the port associated with the particular 
interface card using the mapping information; and 
30 command the/ switch to establish the communication 

link between the. client and the determined port. 



f 



062891 . 03 





ENT APPLICATION 



15 



10 



3. The system of Claim 2, wherein: 

the first interface cardj is coupled to a first network 
device that uses a first operating system; 

the second interface card is coupled to a second 
network device that uses a sjLcond operating system; and 

the processor is further operable to configure the 
management information for/ the operating system of the 
network device associated with the particular interface 
card . 

4 . The system o^ ClajjTK-T'r^herein the communication 
link comprises a serial rcommunicakion path. 



15 



5. The system of /Claim 1, wherein the command 
comprises information selefcting one of the first interface 
card and the second interface card. 



20 



6. The system of Claim 1, wherein the management 
information comprises information used to configure a 
network device associatejd with the particular interface 
card . 
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7. A method for communicating management information 
performed by a management card, comprising: 

receiving a command from a client, the command 

identifying a particular one o|f a first interface card and 

a second interface card; 

establishing a communication link between the client 

I 

and the particular interface card in response to receiving 
the command; and I 

communicating management information using the 
communication link . 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



8. The method of Claim jV, further comprising storing 
mapping information that associates a first port of a 
switch with the first interface card and a second port of 



the switch with the second 
establishing a communicatiqn 



interface card, the step of 
liVik comprising determining 



1 

the port associated with^ the particular interface card 

ion\ and establishing the 
IHe client and the determined 



using the mapping infqrmajt 
communication link betwee 



port using the switch. 



The method of Claim 7, wherein; 



the first interface card 



is coupled to a first network 



device that uses a first operating system; 



the second interface c 



ard is coupled to a second 



network device that uses a second operating system; and 

further comprising qonfiguring the management 



information for the operating 
associated with the particula 



10. The method of C 
operating the client to gepe 
management information . 



system of the network device 
r interface card. 



aim 7, further comprising 
rate the command and the 



11. The method of Clain 7, wherein the communication 
link comprises a serial communication path. 
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12. The method of Claim 7, wherein the command 
comprises information selecti^ng one of the first interface 
card and the second interf alee/ c^rd . 



/ 

13 . The method of Cl'aim 7V, wherein the management 
information comprises inf oij-mation used to configure a 
network device associated v^ith the particular interface 



card . 



/ 



r 
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14. A management card, comprising: 

a switch coupled to al first interface card and a 
second interface card; and 

a processor coupled to jthe switch and operable to: 

receive a command communicated by the client, the 
command identifying a particular one of the first 
interface card and the second interface card; and 

command the switch to establish the communication 
link between the clienQ and the particular interface 
card . 

15. The management card of Claim 14, wherein: 

the switch comprises a first port coupled to the first 
interface card and a second port coupled to the second 



interface card, the switch operable to establish the 



communication link between 
port and the second port; 

the management card 
to the processor and opd 
that associates the firs 




ent and one of the first 

i'Ses a memory coupled 
tore mapping information 
ith the first interface 
e second interface card; 



card and the second pori 
and 

the processor is further operable to:. 

determine the port jassociated with the particular 
interface card using the mapping information; and 

command the switch to establish the communication 



link between the client 



and the determined port 



16. The management ca:*d of Claim 14, wherein the 
processor is further operable to communicate management 
information using the communijcation link. 
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17. The management carjd of Claim 14, wherein: 

the first interface carc| is coupled to a first network 

device that uses a first operating system; 

the second interface card is coupled to a second 

network device that uses a sLcond operating system; and 



the processor is further operable to configure the 
management information for the operating system of the 
network device associated vfith the particular interface 
card . 



18. The managemen 
communication link compri 



19. The management 
command comprises informati 
interface card and the sec 




of Claim 14, wherein the 
Larl~~communication path . 



Claim 14 , wherein the 
selecting one of the first 
interface card. 
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20. The management card of Claim 14, wherein the 
management information comnrises information used to 
configure a network device associated with the particular 
interface card. 



